
Minutes of Westfields tennis club

AGM March 4th 2019

Members present :  Graham Berry ,Paul Kipling, Phil Leahy, Rosemary 
Hayes, Sue Broadhurst, Joan Curran,  Dave Ryder, Fiona and Phil 
Raymond ,John Lloyd, Judith Moxham , Anne Flecchia , Peter Seaden-
Jones and Bill Cross

Apologies for absence :  Sue Lussey, Graham and Judith Barber, 
Patrick Pridmore, David Crapper, Edith Hunt, Linda Elvidge, John and 
Angela Dickinson, Sam Cullen, Dave Clarke, Hazel and Graham 
Dickinson.
                   1. Confirmation of the minutes of the AGM held 05/03/2018  

The minutes had been sent out to all members who attended last years 
AGM. Graham Berry, as acting Chair, read out the important areas.
The only matter arising from these minutes was about the induction 
process which had been introduced. After a short discussion it was 
agreed that this process would be reflected on and discussed at a 
Management committee meeting. 

     2. Annual Chair’s report 

See separate sheet.
Anne Flecchia offered thanks, on behalf of the members, to the 
committee for their work during the year.
Bill Cross asked about reasons that the club was affiliated to the LTA. 
There was discussion and explanation that that LTA provides insurance 
and oversees safeguarding issues. We also receive tickets for 
Wimbledon through members being affiliated to the LTA.
There were no other matters arising from the chairman’s report.



                3. Treasurer’s report and members’ subscriptions  

See separate sheet.

Matters arising from the Treasurer’s report:-
i)The handover from Phil Leahy to Paul Kipling went smoothly.
ii) There was discussion about reserves of money and about the costs, 
possibility and timing of the re-surfacing of the courts . They were last 
done in 2007 at a cost of £17,000 so, should it need redoing, this would 
take a large proportion of the reserves that the club has. 
iii)There was some discussion about the annual fees and although they 
will stay the same for 2019-20 the MC will discuss fees for future years 
including the possibility of removing the ‘couples’ fees.
iv) Visitors’ fees were also discussed and the importance of visitors 
signing in as this means they are covered by the club’s insurance.
v) The price of tennis balls has increased and the club is using more .
vi) Coaching fees from this year are all to go through the Treasurer –  

  4. Maintenance report  - This was presented by Graham Berry 
in the absence of John Dickinson 

See separate sheet 
Matters arising from the Maintenance report 

1. There was discussion about the safety of the new path, due to the 
raised edges. Bill Cross offered to attempt to tap down the raised 
edges. If this fails, the club will need to ask MacPlant to return. 
Suitability for wheel chair access was also discussed. The path is 
to be discussed at a further management meeting. 

2. The Path above the top court, although not our responsibility, 
needs repairs. Any major repairs are likely to impact on the top 
court. Graham has opened a file/reference number on the repairs 
with NYCC footpaths. Peter has offered to contact NYCC as a 



local resident who regularly uses the path. 

5. Election of Officers and committee members 

During the year, following the resignation of the Chair and Secretary, 
Graham Berry has taken over the role as acting Chair and Phil Leahy 
has been acting Secretary.
The position of Chair only had 1 nomination – Graham Berry –
Proposed by Paul Kipling and seconded by Phil Leahy –
This was agreed unanimously.
There were no nominations for the role of Secretary 
There were 4 nominations for members of the Management Committee.

1. Rosemary Hayes – this was a re-nomination as Rose has been on 
the committee for 3 years  

Nominated by Audrey Parsons and seconded by Ray Parsons 
      2. Peter Seaden Jones – although he has only been a club member 
for 10 months it was agreed that he could stand.

Nominated by Graham Berry and seconded by Phil Leahy
      3. Fiona Raymond – Nominated  by Graham Berry and seconded by 
Paul Kipling 

      4. Dave Ryder- nominated by Phil Leahy and seconded by Graham 
Berry 

All Nominees were voted onto the MC unanimously.
There were thanks to Anne Brenkley for her work as liaison officer with 
the LTA and buying the tennis balls.
During the year Phil Leahy and Anne Flecchia became trustees of the 
club.



6. Appointment of an auditor for the current financial year 

Paul Kipling has prepared the end of year accounts which were audited 
by Phil Leahy. The Chair extended his thanks, on behalf of WTC, to 
Phil. He has offered to act as auditor for the coming year. 
Proposed by Graham Berry and seconded by Anne Flecchia that we 
ask Phil to act as auditor for the 2019-2020 accounts.
This was agreed unanimously. 

7. Proposed change to rule 10 of the club rules 

A copy of the proposed changes to rule 10 was sent out to all members.
There was discussion about the LTA guidelines – members of the MC 
had gone through these in order to ensure consistency between WTC 
Rules and the LTA Guidelines. By accepting these changes, it would 
mean that the club is compliant with the LTA guidelines.
There was discussion about members’ behaviour when not on the club 
site, e.g. when playing an away match or in a local garden or nearby 
roads.
A proposal was made to accept these changes to rule 10 
Proposed by Graham Berry seconded by Dave Ryder 
This was agreed unanimously  

8. AOB

Graham Berry introduced a suggestion for discussion made by Susan 
Broadhurst .
For the last year Thursday morning has been used for a Ladies only 
session booked weekly though the online booking system.
Several of the ladies who play on Thursday mornings had asked if this 
could become a formal Ladies club session rather than the existing 
informal one.



There was much discussion about this including whether a Ladies only 
 session went against the club’s Inclusion and Equality policies.
The times needed / court bookings etc were discussed
It was agreed that this needed to be taken back to the Management 
Committee for further discussion and a decision . 
There being no more business the meeting closed at 8.52
The next meeting of the Management Committee will be held on 21st 
March at 6.30 at Paul Kipling’s house.


